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The article treats the nature of the region. A region is an area that is usefully considered as an entity for purposes of description, analysis, administration, planning, or policy. Activities within a region interact in various ways. Complementary linkages, more complex in nature, entail mutual attraction among suppliers of complementary products or users of jointly supplied products. Such complementary linkages are basic to the external economies of agglomeration. 

Introduction
Ideas of regional development and their relation with spatial development, especially after publication of ESDP and TERRA, are subject of deep analysis. Regions become important issue of the financial politics of ES in the states of CCE and EE, because basic ideas must be analysed and represented as wide as possible. This short presentation contains basic ideas of European and American investigators, illustrated by local cases.

The aim of this paper is to explain the concept of nature of regions and spatial development.

The object of the article is region and spatial development.

The methods of the research: comparative analysis of scientific literature.

The Roles of the Description of the Region

Common to all definitions of a region is the idea of a geographical area constituting an entity, so that significant statements can be made about the area as a whole. Aggregation into regions is useful in connection with description, because it means that fewer separate numbers or other facts need to be handled and perceived. Thus for many purposes, totals and averages for a Census tract or a county are just as informative and much easier to handle and present than stacks of individual Census returns would be, even if one had access to them. Similarly, aggregation is obviously economical in connection with analysis of information; and it is particularly important if there is a good deal of interdependence of units or activities within the area, so that the whole really is more than merely the sum of its parts. Finally, and for similar reasons, aggregation is necessary for administration and for the formulation and implementation of plans and public policies. From this standpoint at least, the most useful regional groupings are those, which follow the boundaries of administrative jurisdictions.
The set of State Economic Areas, established by state for tabulation of various kinds of data such as migration, presents another example. Grouping special regions within a state makes up those State Economic Areas that do not simply coincide with Statistical Areas. Computer systematically works out the grouping so that (with respect to a large number of characteristics such as income level, racial mix and principal economic activity) the regions within any one State Economic Area are highly similar and highly dissimilar in different State Economics Areas. Different states has similarly developed a breakdown of the whole State into several relatively homogeneous groups of regions which collected and represented various kind of data such as migration, emigration, unemployment. 
The Types of the Regions

The alternative principle of rationalization is based on functional integration rather than homogeneity. Here, the region is composed of areas that exhibit more interaction with one another than with outside areas. It is the extent of economic interdependence that serves as a criterion for regional demarcation. Among functional regions one particular type, the nodal region, is of special interest. The structure of a nodal region resembles that of elementary particle or small village, as completely peripheral zone. The distinction between nodal and non-nodal functional regions has been clearly described this way: nodal region is seen as a special case of a functional region which has a single focal point and in which the notion of dominance or order is introduced. 

A city and its surrounding commuting and trading area make a nodal region. The parts with the main concentration of business and employment are in sharp contrast to the residential areas, especially to the "bedroom suburbs," but they are tightly linked to them by flows of commuters, migrants, goods and services, and payments. Thus the region is usefully considered as a unit in its reaction to changed conditions affecting economic growth and well-being. Neither core nor periphery can flourish without the other.
Functional Integration of Regions

Each designated area must have a nucleus consisting of at least one "central city," defined to have a population of at least 50,000 or an urbanized area of at least 50,000 with a total population of at least 100,000. Large areas with a population of one million or more, also satisfying criteria for economic integration, may qualify as Primary Metropolitan Statistical Areas (PMSAs). At a more macro level, the concept of functional integration can be used to identify regions made up of a number of nodal sub regions. Again, it is the intensity of economic interaction that is critical. Movements of goods and services, labor and money flows, the frequency of telephone calls, or other measures of transactions among areas, each of which may include one or more cities, can be used as a basis for recognizing the boundaries of larger spatial entities.

Though both homogeneous and functional regions make sense as useful groupings, they play different roles in the spatial organization of society. This is particularly evident in regard to the flow of trade, when homogeneous and nodal regions are compared. The usual basis for a homogeneous region is a common exportable output: The whole region is a surplus supply area for such an output, and consequently its various parts have little or no reason to trade extensively with one another. By contrast, in the nodal region, internal exchange of goods and services is the very raison d’être of the region. Typically, there is a single main nucleus (the principal city of the region), perhaps some subordinate centers, and the rural remainder of the territory. These two or three specialized parts of the organism complement one another and are linked by internal transfer media.
While the previous section focused on the analysis of trade flows, functional integration really depends on a variety of complex interdependencies. A simple classification of relationships will be helpful here. We shall consider separately:

1) Vertical relationships, 

2) Horizontal relationships,
3) Complementary relationships. 
As has been brought out in previous discussion, the location relation between two activities can involve either mutual attraction or mutual repulsion.
When outputs of one activity are inputs to another activity, transfer costs are reduced by proximity of the two activities, and the presence of either of these activities in a region enhances to some degree the region’s attractiveness as a location for the other activity. Thus vertical linkages normally imply mutual attraction.
Backward linkage is extremely common because so much of the activity in any region is, in fact, producing for and oriented to the regional market. The larger the region (in terms of total area, population.. or employment), the greater the relative importance of the internal market is likely to be. The residentiary activities in a region (including nearly all retail and most wholesale trade, most consumer and business services, local government services, public utilities, construction, and the manufacturing of such perishable or bulky products as ice cream, bread, newspapers, soft drinks, gravel, and cement blocks) are likely to be stimulated by any increase in aggregate regional employment and income, and thus are the recipient of backward linkage effects.
Forward and Complementary Linkage

Forward linkage means that an impact of change is transmitted to an activity further along in the sequence of operations. The activity affected by a forward linkage must be locationally sensitive to the price or supply of its inputs (that is, input-oriented). One class of forward linkage involves activities that use by-products of other activities in the same region: for example, glue or fertilizer factories or tanneries in areas where there is a large amount of activity in fish canning, freezing, or meat packing. The supply of by-products from coke ovens is similarly an inducement to establish a considerable range of chemical processes in steel-making centers—sometimes, but not necessarily, by the same firm that operates the coke ovens. 

In addition, many of the external economies of agglomeration involve the locational advantages of a local supply of some inputs—such as materials, supplies, equipment repair or rental services, or last but not least, specialized manpower. The importance of a good local supply of business services for regional growth, and particularly for the establishment of new lines of activity in a region, has become increasingly recognized in recent years. There has also been marked emphasis on the vital role of infrastructure in the development of backward, low-income regions, both in the United States and overseas. In all these situations, forward linkages are the key factors. 

The role of horizontal relationships involves the competition of activities, or units of activity, for either markets or inputs. The location effect is basically one of mutual repulsion, in contrast to the mutual attraction implied in vertical linkages.
Particularly significant for regional growth and development is the rivalry of different activities for scarce and not easily expansible local resources (such as particular varieties of labor, sites on riverbanks or with a view, clean and cool water, or clean air). The entrance of a new activity using such local resources tends to raise their costs and may thus hamper or even preclude other activities requiring the same resources. The region as a whole has much at stake in this rivalry. A relevant and important question of regional policy, for example, is whether to let the region’s water and waterside sites be preempted and polluted by water-using industries or to reserve them in part for residential institutional, or recreational use. They pay? These are all familiar issues that must be faced by citizens, responsible authorities, 

We have already noted complementary relationships among activities in a region, particularly in connection with external economies. The location effect is mutual attraction—that is, an increase of one activity in a region encourages the growth of a complementary activity.
Examples of this attraction are found in fashion goods and other shopping goods industries. As additional producers come into a region, they help those already there by building up the region’s status as a Mecca for buyers of those products or services, because the buyer is looking for a variety of offerings and a chance to compare and shop around. The manufacture of sportswear in some large cities in California and Texas in recent years has developed largely on this basis.
Mutual Attraction Among Users of Jointly Supplied Products. This second kind of complementary linkage is basically the converse of the complementary linkage just discussed. Many activities (perhaps most) turn out not one but several different products, those of lesser importance or value being called by-products. A regional activity that furnishes a market for one or more by-products helps the supplying activity, and this can make the supplier’s other outputs more easily or cheaply available to some third activity which uses them. All three of the activities are then in a situation of mutual assistance and attraction.
The complementary linkages we have described are, of course, valid regardless of whether the complementary processes are engaged in by separate firms or within the same firm. In the case of the steel producer and its coke ovens, for example, the firm may elect to process its distillation outputs for one or more additional stages or even down to the final consumer product, rather than selling them to other firms. 

Conclusions

1. A region is an area that is usefully considered as an entity for purposes of description, analysis, administration, planning, or policy. It can be demarcated on the basis of internal homogeneity or functional integration. Nodal regions are those where the character of functional integration is such that a single specialized urban nucleus can be identified. Homogeneity and modality are basic even when political, historical, military, or other considerations are importantly involved in regional demarcation.
2. Functional regions may be delimited by various statistical techniques. Some of these rely on data concerning commodity, service, financial, migration, or commuting flows among regions in order to identify the strength of interdependencies between and within regions.
3. Activities within a region interact in various ways. Horizontal linkages involve basically competition among similar units and are expressed in mutual spatial repulsion, with formation of market areas and/or supply areas. Vertical linkages (between the two parties in a transaction, such as seller and buyer) involve spatial attraction to save transfer costs. If it is primarily the buyers who are attracted toward the sellers, a vertical linkage is called forward; whereas backward linkage means that the sellers are attracted toward the buyers. Complementary linkages, more complex in nature, entail mutual attraction among (1) suppliers of complementary products or (2) users of jointly supplied products. Such complementary linkages are basic to the external economies of agglomeration 

4. Not only homogeneous regions but also functional ones tend to develop distinctive specializations of activities or other characteristics. The nature and degree of specialization can be gauged by such statistical measures as the location quotient and the coefficients of (area) specialization and (activity) concentration.
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A region is an area that is usefully considered as an entity for purposes of description, analysis, administration, planning, or policy. 

Functional regions may be delimited by various statistical techniques. 

Activities within a region interact in various ways. Horizontal linkages involve basically competition among similar units and are expressed in mutual spatial repulsion, with formation of market areas and/or supply areas. Vertical linkages (between the two parties in a transaction, such as seller and buyer) involve spatial attraction to save transfer costs. Complementary linkages, more complex in nature, entail mutual attraction.

Not only homogeneous regions but also functional ones tend to develop distinctive specializations of activities or other characteristics.
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